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About Calle sin nombre

“This week the government provided [ the A.C.L.U.] with information on about 
120 deported families that was not particularly useful, including several 
addresses that referred to ‘calle sin nombre’ (street without a name).”  

— The New York Times, Aug. 3, 2018 

The texts of Calle sin nombre are drawn from quotations from first-hand accounts 
of families seeking asylum who are victims of the policies of family separation 
aggressively and abruptly enacted by the administration of President Donald John 
Trump. These desperate words tread with bare feet across shards of fragmented 
lines from Emma Lazarus’s The New Colossus (the iconic poem enshrined at 
the base of The Statue of Liberty). My hope for this work is that it promotes 
contemplation of the discrepancy between who most of us think we are (or maybe 
aspire to be) as a nation and who we actually are at this moment in history. 

From my seat of privilege as a white male with dual American and Finnish 
citizenship, I would dare not attempt to give voice to these souls—no; I have no right. 
But what I can express first-hand, what is most certainly an ongoing experience 
for me and for tens of millions of Americans who comprehend the barbarity of this 
cynical strategy, is an ongoing storm of deep shame, outrage, and helplessness. 
These actions are inexcusable and we are all culpable. While I do not generally 
consider my work activist, I think anyone who has a means to do so should tell this 
story when they can, however they can. 

The experiences related here, in fact, pale in comparison to much of what 
continues to unfold; atrocities have been revealed since I composed this work that 
are not even alluded to here. In this way, my music only subtly renders my fury over 
these events, but I do hope it resonates with some guiding hope for the power of 
our better angels.

—Alex Freeman
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26 Libretto drawn from the following texts

“I cried during the nights in the shelter,” she wrote in Spanish. “I spent all night 
crying, asking God for us to be together again.” 

—Propublica Illinois, Sept. 10, 2018

“I call and call and no one will tell me where he is.” 
—PBS, June 18, 2018

“I didn’t know where my mother was,” said Griselda, 16, of Guatemala, who entered 
the U.S. with her mother in the McAllen, Texas, area. “I saw girls ask where their 
mothers were, but the guards would not tell them.” 

—Associated Press, July 17, 2018

“The official told me, ‘Sign here, and you will be deported together.’ They tricked me,” 
Mr. Perez, 30, said in a phone interview from his indigenous village in Guatemala. 
Now, he said, “Whenever we talk, Yanci asks me, ‘Why did you leave me, Papito?’” 

—The New York Times, July 27, 2018

“…Immers, a boy from Honduras who was separated from his parents…and placed 
with a foster family in Michigan for 73 days. Video of the Immers’ reunion with his 
mother shows him recoiling from and trying to escape from her. ‘It felt like he wasn’t 
my son anymore. It felt like a nightmare,’ said Gladys, Immers’ mother.” 

—DHS Psychiatrist, Dr. Pam McPherson, 60 Minutes, Nov. 26, 2018

This week the government provided [the A.C.L.U.] with information on about 120 
deported families that was not particularly useful, including several addresses that 
referred to “calle sin nombre” (street without a name). 

—The New York Times, Aug. 3, 2018

The New Colossus

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.

“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

—Emma Lazarus, 1883

All texts Public Domain or usable under the fair use clause.

KL 78.3411

Texts drawn from the following sources:

The New Colossus
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