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COMPOSER'S NOTE 
 
A composer works with sounds and time, but also with emotions and images. When starting a new 
score I usually try to find an "overall idea”, which can be anything from an atmosphere to a 
phenomenon of any kind. In Hele it has been the title which has more or less provided the starting 
point and guided the compositional process of the work. Hele is Finnish for a grace note – thus a very 
specific expression. It is also very close to a word meaning bright and light as well. The third aspect 
the title has suggested for the music is the rhythmical motive it contains - that of two short note 
values.  

Hele is scored for 12 musicians, with some doubling in unusual orchestral instruments like toy bird 
whistles. It has been both an honour and a joy to write a work for the musicians of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 

–– Lotta Wennäkoski 

Hele was premiered by the musicians of the LA Phil New Music Group on November 13, 2018 at 
the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles. Ensemble was conducted by Susanna Mälkki. 
 

Instrumentation 

Flute 
Oboe (doubling a slide whistle of any kind, even a toy will do) 
Clarinet in B-flat 
Bassoon 

Horn in F (doubling a toy bird whistle filled with water) 
Trumpet in C (doubling a toy bird whistle filled with water) 

Percussion (one player)*   

Violin 1   * cymbal (also bowed and played with wire brushes), 
Violin 2   slide whistle, vibraphone, tam-tam (medium), snare 
Viola   drum, cowbell (large), typewriter, vibraslap, sandpaper 
Violoncello     blocks, temple block (large), lion's roar (small), different 
Double Bass   beaters. 

(strings one player each) 

 
Note: Accidentals apply within the same bar and the same octave. Appoggiaturas are to be played 
before a beat. The number of jumps is not significant in strings' ricochet. (The title of the work, 'hele' 
is the Finnish word for grace note.) 

Duration ca. 13 minutes 
 
 
ISMN 979-0-55011-644-3 (study score) 
Orchestral parts available for hire. 
© 2018 Fennica Gehrman Oy, Helsinki 
Printed in Helsinki 
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