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Mihkel Kerem 
Lament for violoncello (or viola / violin) and string orchestra (2008−2009) 
 
Lament for violoncello and strings was written as a commission from Camerata Nordica and its prin-
cipal cello, Per Nyström, in 2008. It was premiered at the ‘Barockt’ festival on the Swedish island of 
Öland on 9 August 2009 and has been in the regular repertoire of the orchestra ever since. At Per’s 
request the solo part in this piece was composed to represent a lone human voice in a world of disap-
pointment. I used the violins and violas as an operatic choir: they support and comment on the lament 
of the lone human being. The bass line is one long drone throughout the piece, representing destiny 
or unwanted reality. It disappears only when the solo voice with the chorus of violins and violas in-
tensifies in their disagreement with life. At the climax of the piece the solo voice is momentarily 
swallowed by the chorus, only to return with an angry statement of the opening phrase. Thereafter 
the chorus calms down in acceptance that the world won’t change. The bass drone returns to haunt 
the dying lament of the lone voice. The very last phrase is the only one in a major key and echoes as a 
prayer for hope. 
 
The version for viola and strings was arranged for Mikk Murdvee at his request in May 2009 and was 
also premiered by him with the Tallinn Chamber Orchestra in the White Hall of the House of Black-
heads, Tallinn, on 14 January 2010. 
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Duration: c. 9’ 
 
Lament for violoncello and string orchestra      3 
Lament for viola and string orchestra      9 
Lament for violin and string orchestra   15 
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