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Kimmo Hakola: Klarinettikonsertto (2001)
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Kimmo Hakola (s. 1958) on monien maailmo-
jen siveltdji. Aina siitd lihtien, kun hin kla-
rinetti-sello-duossa Capriole (1991) yhdisti mo-
dernistiseen perustaan pitkin katkelman mon-
golialaista kansanmusiikkia, hin ei ole tunnus-
tanut musiikillisia rajoja, ei sen enempii tyylil-
lisia kuin maantieteellisidkdan. Varhaiskauden
karhea modernismi on pysynyt yhteni hinen il-
maisunsa elementtind, mutta sen rinnalla voi
esiintyd myos hollywoodilaista romantiikkaa ja
erilaisia etnisid aineksia, orientalismia tai klez-
merin omalaatuista lumoa.

Klarinetti on soitin, joka on aivan erityisell ta-
valla saanut Hakolan keksinnin kukoistamaan.
Capriolen jilkeen hin on kehitellyt soolokappa-
leessa loco (1995) omatekoista orientaalista
kansanmusiikkia ja heittiytynyt klarinettikvin-
teton (1997) laajassa jalkimmaisessi osassa ar-
kaaisten organumien ja klezmerin maailmaan.
Samantapainen maailmojasyleilevin avara ote
virittdd myos Hakolan klarinettikonserttoa
(2001). Siina tyylien moninaisuutta taydentia
laaja ilmaisuasteikko, joka ulottuu naivistisesta
paatoksesta ironiaan ja kiihkeistd dramatiikasta
beethoveniaaniseen, padot murtavaan huumo-
riin.

Klarinettikonsertto on muhkea, noin 40-mi-
nuuttinen teos, joka poikkeaa neliosaisuudes-
saan konserttojen tavanomaisesta kolmiosai-
sesta muotokaavasta. Avausosaa hallitsee ensi-
tahdeista lihtien Hakolalle ominainen, hyok-
kadvin aggressiivinen toccata-tyyli. Solistin ja

orkesterin vilinen kamppailu on tissi kiih-
keimmilldan. Osan lopulla on virtuoosinen ka-
denssi, joka alkaa kuin klassistinen etydi mutta
avautuu sitten muunlaisillekin tyyliaineksille.

Hidas osa Hidden Songs on pitkilinjaisen laulul-
lista ja tunnelmaltaan vangitsevan intensiivisti
musiikkia. Hakolan mukaan sen henkiseni esi-
kuvana on ollut Mozartin klarinettikonserton
hidas osa, ja klarinetin lisiksi myds sooloviulu
piisee laulamaan otsikon mainitsemia »kitket-
tyjé» tai »salaisia» lauluja. Osan lopussa, pian ro-
manttisen orkesteripurkauksen jilkeen, seuraa
hidasta rock-jazz-balladia muistuttava jakso,
jonka yhteydessi Hakola on maininnut Stingin
nimen.

Kolmantena oleva Allegro Farara on oikuk-
kaassa 7/8- tahtilajissa kieppuva, villiksi kas-
vava orientaalinen tanssi. Aidontuntuisesta si-
vystd huolimatta osan tematiikka on Hakolan
itsensd luomaa, ei lainaa. Tauotta seuraava fi-
naali alkaa muusikoiden hitaasti vaimenevalla
hilinilld. Osan otsikko Khasene on jiddishii ja
tarkoittaa hiiti. Melkoinen hiirieha osasta
kehkeytyykin Hakolan vyoryttiessi esiin vuo-
roin riipaisevan paatoksellisia, vuoroin hurjina
juoksutuksina kiitivid klezmer-tyylitelmidin.
Paikoin solistilla on tilaisuus myés improvisoin-
tiin.

Kimmo Korhonen
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Kimmo Hakola: Clarinet Concerto (2001)

The clarinet seems to be particularly capable of
sparking Hakola’s innovation, as witness the
ground-breaking Capriole for bass clarinet and
violoncello (1991). Hakola later explored a
homemade brand of Oriental folk music in the
solo clarinet piece loco (1995) and a blend of
archaic organum and klezmer in the extensive
second movement of the Clarinet Quintet. A
similar all-embracing approach is also evident
in the Clarinet Concerto (2001), for which the
solo piece Diamond Street (1999) was a sort of
preliminary sketch. The panoply of styles in the
concerto is complemented by a broad palette of
expression, extending from Naivist pathos to
irony and from passionate drama to side-split-
ting Beethovenian humour. Like Hakola’s ear-
lier works for the clarinet, this one too was tai-
lored to the art of Kari Kriikku. Which, of
course, meant that almost nothing was impos-

sible.

The Clarinet Concerto is a rich and original
work lasting some 40 minutes. It has four
movements and thus deviates from the conven-
tional three-movement concerto structure. The
opening movement is dominated by the aggres-
sivetoccata-like pounding typical of Hakola.
Here, the struggle between soloist and orches-
tra is at its most violent. Towards the end of the

Levytys ® Recording

movement there is a virtuoso cadenza which
begins like a classical etude but subsequently
takes in other styles too.

The slow movement, Hidden Songs, is a soar-
ing, melodic and captivating piece of music.
Hakola has cited the slow movement of Mo-
zart’s Clarinet Concerto as a remote influence.
The clarinet is joined by a solo violin in singing
the ‘hidden songs’ of the movement’s title. To-
wards the end, following a Romantic outburst
from the orchestra, a section resembling a slow
rock-jazz ballad emerges; Hakola has men-
tioned Sting in connection with this section.

The third movement, Allegro farara, is a wild
and whirling Oriental dance in a quirky 7/8
rhythm. Despite its authentic sound, it is pure
Hakola and contains no borrowed elements.
The finale, which follows without a break, be-
gins with crowd noises that slowly fade. The
movement title, Khasene, is the Yiddish for
‘wedding’. The nuptials turn out to be quite
raucous as Hakola rolls out poignant pathos and
rollicking klezmer look-alikes in turn. The solo-
ist is given scope for improvisation.

Kimmo Korhonen
Translation: Jaakko Mdntyjdrvi

Kari Kriikku, clarinet, Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra, Oramo.

Ondine ODE 10632

Kantaesitys ® Premiere performance

Avanti! Chamber Orchestra, Kari Kriikku (clarinet), Jukka-Pekka Saraste (cond.)

June 28, 2001 Porvoo, Finland.

Study score is available for sale: ISMN 979-0-55011-107-3

Orchestral material available for hire from the publisher
Instrumentation: 2222 / 2221 / timp + 1 perc / hp / strings



Praise for Kimmo Hakola’s Clarinet Concerto:

BBC MUSIC MAGAZINE:

His 40-minute Clarinet Concerto is a riotous assortment of styles: Balkan or Yiddish folk music,
modern jazz and jagged modernism, rock music and the Classical parlour piece... It's all done,
and performed, with such élan that it's hard not to enjoy the vitality...

GRAMOPHONE

...the exuberant Clarinet Concerto (2001)... is a real sit-up-and-take-notice piece, built on a very
large scale — more than 38 minutes in this riveting account, played with scintillating virtuosity but
its dedicatee, Kari Kriikku — with four movements and an enormous expressive range.
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CLARINET CONCERTO

KIMMO HAKOLA (2001)
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II Hidden Songs

Adagio amoroso
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III Allegro Farara

Rubato (max. 14")
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IV Khasene
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