JEAN SIBELIUS (1865-1957):
Theme and Variations in D minor for solo cello, JS 196 (1887)

Historical background

Jean Sibelius wrote his Theme and Variations in D minor for solo cello in 1887, and according to current research
it is the earliest work in its genre ever written in Finland. It also remained an outlier for a long time, as apparently
hardly any Finnish works for solo cello were written until the avant-garde composers Usko Merildinen, Aulis
Sallinen, Erkki Salmenhaara and Einojuhani Rautavaara took an interest in the genre in the years 1964 to 1969.
However, Erkki Rautio, professor of cello, has pointed out that there is a similar shortage of works for solo cello
in the standard repertoire from Johann Sebastian Bach all the way to Zoltdn Koddly.

From 1885 to 1889, Sibelius studied at the Helsinki Music Institute (later the Sibelius
1882 by Martin Wegelius. During the academic years from 1885 to 1887, Sibelius st
of music so intently that he did not compose very much; but he made up for this wi
during his summer holidays in 1886 and 1887, which he spent with his family in
in the Turku archipelago. In 1887, Sibelius’s fruitful stay in Korppoo produced the fo

Works verifiably written in Korppoo:

Au crépuscule (At Twilight') for piano, JS 47
Trinaden (‘Yearning’) (E. J. Stagnelius), fantasy for piano and reciter,
Andantino in G minor for piano trio, JS 43

Piano trio in D major ‘Korpo’, JS 209

Andante cantabile in G major for violin and piano, JS 33
Menuetto and Allegro for two violins and cello, JS 128

Works probably written in Korppoo:
[Aubade] in A flat major for piano, JS 46

Andante molro in F minor for cello and pia
Walse fantastique, Op. 1. Tempo di valse i
[Theme and Variations] in D minor for s
Serenata for two violins and cello, JS 169

piano part lost), JS 193

The titles in 7talics above
in modern times. The JS co
catalogue compiled by Fabiar
Hirtel 2003).

egister of works by Sibelius without opus number included in the
ius. Thematisch-bibliographisches Verzeichnis seiner Werke (Breitkopf &
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Theme and Variations

for solo cello
Adagio JEAN SIBELIUS (1887)
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS

Abbreviations
HUL  Helsinki University Library, since 2007 called the National Library.
JS A register of Jean Sibelius’s works without an opus number, presented in

Fabian Dahlstrom’s catalogue Jean Sibelius. Thematisch-bibliographisches
Verzeichnis seiner Werke (Breitkopf & Hirtel 2003).

I'VV  Timo-Veikko Valve, the Finnish cellist who has been consulted as the
cellist expert for this edition.

Jean Sibelius: Theme and Variations in D minor, JS 196 (1887)

Sources

MS The main manuscript of Theme and Variations in D minor, designated
page 158 in the catalogue by Kari Kilpeldinen:
The Jean Sibelius Musical Manuscripts ar Helsinki University Lzbmry
MS2  The second half of Variation VI is written on a separate manu the more
elaborate ossia of bar 81. These are found on page 10 of th
contains the material of the Trio in A minor for violin, cello a posed in 1884)
on pages 1-9 and 11-13.

on

Evaluation of the manuscripts

Mus. Dr Kari Kilpeldinen, the main expert of Sibeljus’s
as a ‘Fair Copy’, however, with the additional
composition could be divided as follows:
Fair Copy: Theme, Var. I-1V, VII, Coda
Complete Draft, containing several co

Important Remark: Neither the
the full length of each section is maint ipts. However, there are some errors also in the clearly

d hand-writing, has characterized the MS
s ‘or complete draft?’. The sections of the

Sibelius

riations.

Variations is first used in Fabian Dahlstrom’s catalogue 7he Works of Jean Sibelius
fundet r.y. 1987). Both title, the numbering of the variations and the indication of
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