
FOREWORD 
 
Nachtlieder for Clarinet and Piano has been among my favorite pieces since recording it 

for ALBA (ABCD 126) in the early 1990s. Salonen’s colorful use of dynamic contrasts 

and varied tempos and moods such the “Swing Tempo” section in movement III 

suggested to me an alternate instrumentation compared to the clarinet and piano 

original. In this second version I have retained the solo line of the clarinet but 

exchanged for the piano instruments that, in the case of the tenor saxophone, vibra-

phone, double bass (pizzicato) and snare drum with brushes, would impart a “cool 

jazz” feel. Use of the flute is associated with this aesthetic and additionally allows for 

“breathy” low notes and crystalline high notes that interlock with crotale. The single 

percussionist further expands the color palette with sizzle cymbal, suspended cymbal 

and concert bass drum. Indeed the importance of the percussion is underscored by it 

having the final melodic gesture in the last movement. One each of violin, viola, cello 

and contrabass provide continuity throughout the entire work while drawing upon their 

inherent timbral flexibility.   
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