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PREFACE

Welcome to Series 1: Songs without a Stave, from “Repertoire for Cello” - a series of repertoire books
of songs from English-speaking countries.

Series 1: Songs without a Stave

Series 2: Pentatonic Songs

Series 3: Children’s Songs

Series 4: Easy Diatonic Songs

Series 5: Intermediate Diatonic Songs

Series 6: Christmas Carols

Series 7: English Rennaisance

Series 8: Songs from the British Isles and Last Night of the Proms

Colourstrings, now an internationally known and respected approach to string teaching, was devised
in Helsinki in the 1970s by the Hungarian brothers, Géza and Csaba Szilvay. It is based on the teaching
of Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967), the great Hungarian composer and pedagogue. For obvious reasons,
Finnish and Hungarian folk songs were selected to form the basis of the Colourstrings teaching
material.

This collection of repertoire books contains my selection of songs from English-speaking nations
which | consider are suitable foradaptation to the teaching methods of Csaba Szilvay’s Colourstrings
Cello School, and are designed to complement it.

There are explanatory guides in each series for teachers and parents. The style of these series of books
will be familiar to Colourstrings teachers, but they are also designed for all cello teachers so that more
students will be able to benefit from this unique approach to teaching. I hope these books will appeal
to cellists of any ability, age and stage.

The songs, which include folk songs and other familiar melodies, are chosen from English-speaking
countries including the British Isles, North America, Australia and New Zealand.



A Brief Introduction to the Colourstrings Symbols

Colours: blue colour represents A string
represents D string

green colour represents G string

red colour represents C string

lower in pitch: 14 1¢
higher in pitch:

Positions: Half position

1st position
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2nd position

3rd position

4th position
5th position

6th position
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7th position

J J J The Bird position

A string fingerings: (g 12 3 4
D string fingerings:

G string fingerings: (g 1 4
Cstring fingerings: ¢ 1 4

extension between fingers: —

41 eg. 1— 27

@ Circled finger number indicates change of position.

Basic (suggested) positions and fingerings
are normally written above the stave.
Alternative positions and fingerings

are written below the stave.

Example:
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(Thumb position one octave higher than the open string)

t ‘ t Q The Moon position

(Thumb position one octave and a perfect fifth higher than the open string)

T T I The Sun position

(Thumb position two octaves higher than the open string)

The parts of the bow
(bow division):

point/tip of the bow
heel/nut/frog of the bow
lower half of the bow
upper half of the bow
whole bow

middle of the bow

0T i==

Relative Solmisation:
DO RE MIFA SO LA TIDO

DO is the tonic of the major.
LA is the tonic of the minor.



How do we read the Colourstrings notation?

Colour tells us which string to play on
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Position symb left hand

C oo

Number - indicates which finger

It's easy!



we write,

|
we write,
we play:

How do the ‘magic notes’ (harmonics) work?
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Then we select the notes needed for our song, e.g. a Pentatonic scale
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which we can play either here or here N
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and equip them with our Colourstrings position symbols and fingerings.
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Chocolate Treats
DO
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The Keel Row
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weel may the keel row that my__ lad - die’s in. _
D. C.al Fine

*) left hand pizzicato, right hand pizzicato, open string bowing, bird and sun positions or a combination.





