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A Brief Introduction to the Colourstrings Symbols

The parts of the bow
(bow division):

point/tip of the bow
heel/nut/frog of the bow
lower half of the bow
upper half of the bow
whole bow
middle of the bow

V

VI

VII

Positions: Half position

1st position

2nd position

6th position

7th position

3rd position

4th position

5th position

3= Example:

Basic (suggested) positions and �ngerings 
are normally written above the stave. 
Alternative positions and �ngerings 
are written below the stave.

1 Circled �nger number indicates change of position.

Colours: 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4

A string �ngerings:

D string �ngerings:

G string �ngerings:

C string �ngerings:

blue colour represents A string

orange colour represents D string

green colour represents G string

red colour represents C string

1 1lower in pitch:

2 4higher in pitch:

extension between �ngers: 

e.g. 1 2

SOMI FAREDO DO’LA TI

 DO is the tonic of the major. 
LA is the tonic of the minor.

Relative Solmisation: 

The Bird position 
(Thumb position one octave higher than the open string)

The Moon position 
(Thumb position one octave and a perfect �fth higher than the open string)

The Sun position 
(Thumb position two octaves higher than the open string)
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How do we read the Colourstrings notation?

It’s easy!

Colour tells us which string to play on

A D G C

Number – indicates which �nger

1

Position symbol – where to place the left hand

VII

3
V VI
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Then we select the notes needed in the following song

and equip them with our Colourstrings position symbols and �ngerings.

How do the ‘magic notes’ (harmonics) work?

we write, 
we play:

sounds:

we write, 
we play:
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œ œ œ œ œ
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,LA
MIRE DO

This pentatonic scale leads directly to our �rst song.

or here

,SO

?
‚

,LA

‚‚ ‚
‚

MIREDO

which we can play either here

,SO

&
,LA

‚ ‚ ‚
MIREDO

‚‚

4 1 2 4 1
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?
‚

,LA

‚‚ ‚
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3 1 3
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‚‚
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COLOURSTRINGS Incy Wincy Spider

≥

3

1 10

1 3 3

4

3
ECS

? #
4

4

4

Moderato

œ œ œ œ

F

˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ .˙
Œ

˙ œ œ

4 3 4

≥43

? #
10 ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ .˙

Œ

˙ œ œ

f

˙ ˙

04

≥

1
3

3? #
15 œ œ œ œ ˙

Ó

œ œ œ œ

F

˙ ˙ œ œ œ œpoco rit.w

≥

1 2 2B # 4

4

4

Moderato

œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ .˙ Œ ˙ œ œ

˙ 23˙ œ œ
3̇
≥

23 3

B #
10

œ œ .˙ Œ

œ œ ˙ ˙

1 2
≥

1 2

B #
15 œ œ œ œ ˙

Ó œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ
poco rit.

w

2
3

≥
1 1

3

&
#

4

4

4

Moderato

œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ .˙ Œ ˙ œ œ

2
≥

13 2

&
#10

˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ .˙ Œ

˙ œ œ ˙ ˙

MIREDO DO

≥

3 31 1

&
#15 œ œ œ œ ˙

Ó ‚ ‚ ‚ ‚ O O ‚ ‚ ‚ ‚
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O

Incy wincy spider climbed the waterspout. 
Down came the rain and washed the spider out. 
Out came the sun and dried up all the rain. 
Incy wincy spider climbed the spout again.
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Incy Wincy Spider
ECS

Cello part p. 4
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COLOURSTRINGS
Canons

London’s Burning
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London’s burning, London’s burning, 
fetch the engine, fetch the engine. 
Fire �re! Fire �re! 
Pour on water, pour on water!

340

4
12

3 4

? # ..œ œ œ ˙ œ ˙ œ œœœ œœ œ œ

SAMPLE




