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Lars Karlsson: Clarinet Concerto (2013–2015)  
  
I had the idea to write a clarinet concerto a few years ago when talking to Christian Sundqvist. He suggested 

that I should compose something for him, and I liked the thought and started sketching a work immediately. As 

is often the case, many ideas manifested themselves at the outset, such as a connection with Nordic mythology 

and the clarinettist in the role of a shaman. Gradually, however, that particular idea was discarded in favour of 

a more traditional concerto concept.  

 

It is always difficult to describe one’s own music, especially the instrumental works. It is, in fact, better done by 

others – but I would like to comment on some aspects of the concerto. One is the motivic use, both harmonically 

and melodically, of fourths and fifths, which forms an important basis for the musical material. This is a reminder 

of my interest in these intervals at the beginning of my career – an interest I now wanted to develop further. In 

the second and third movement I have also followed my usual practise of reusing certain themes from earlier 

works, in order to elaborate them. It is always inspiring to discover how old ideas can be transformed and 

something new can be made of them – providing that the ideas are good, of course. Furthermore, this method 

of working possible contributes to a certain continuity across my production. 

 

Lars Karlsson (2017) 
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