Duration: 16—17 min.

Premiere performances by Volti on May 4, 2018 at Noe Vallay Ministry in San Francisco and on
May 6, 2018 at BAMPFA, in Berkeley, California.

Commissioned by Volti, Robert Geary, Artistic Director

COMPOSER’S NOTE

Continuously living in two languages — my native Lithuanian and English,
ambiguity about the choice of language for the text. I realized that whiche
would be a translation of some sort, either for me or for the listeners and s
something more direct, a communication that goes beyond words and superse
I came to vowels thinking how they are almost the very first sounds we make w
speak as babies.

Rockefeller estate Kykuit near New York City. There,
I encountered a work by the cubist sculptor Jacq

titled after an Egyptian prayer composed only o o subdue the forces of
nature. Further research showed that many a (Egyptians, Greeks and Tibetans)
ascribed sacred, mystical and healing po e to vowels. The details might vary in

different traditions, yet it is clear th happens through the very act of
prolonged repetition of certain vowels - antra or prayer or as a self-healing
ritual. Also each vowel in elongati i aranee of particular overtones of the natural
harmonic series. I wanted to
overtones resulting from the
dedicating an entire section to o
I have yet to find ou

s in multiple voices. I worked with vowels
then also mixing them up in various densities.

GENERAL INSTR

can take a breath whenever needed. The phrasing and breathing
re of a continuous sound world.

Sing it on a single breath, listening to the occurring overtones and pronouncing the indicated
syllables in free rhythm.

rp mp ———

i 0OyOyoOyoOy YOYOYy0yoyo yoyo yoyo yo yo yo yo yo yo yo

Oscillation of a single sound. Sing it on one breath as an unbroken oscillation of one sound.



Re-emphasize the tone (diaphgram accent).

Pronunciation of vowels:

a, e iou as in the Italian language

ae as in "act"”

0,1 ias in the German language

y asin "yard"

ha as in "have". Pronounce it with strong aspiration.

u - oh - ah, muu-moo-maa-mee-may
gradually change vowels and sylla i more
open to produce overtones.

0-i-0-i, a—-i-a—i slur both vowels and pr

0-y0-yo-yo stress the first vowe
Hyoﬂ aS in "yogalY

h accelerating repetition of
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ZIBUOKLE MARTINAITYTE (2018)

Incantation of Vowels

Commissioned by Volti, Robert Geary, Artistic Director

CHANT DES VOYELLES
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Fluidly and tenderly. Legato
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*On a single breath, producing the overtones by changing vowels

© 2023 Fennica Gehrman Oy, Helsinki

Tenor 1

Soprano 1 M -

S.2
Al
A2
T.1
T.2

B.2



*
1 b 1
~t
HMV L I LYi
f ]
§
on
=) =
il E| Al = el
v
[}
5
£
" g
=}
S
9 |5 = = Bl ‘e
o0 || LLLL] L ] il
£
2 e
]
5
>
o
S alll| = & o}
W p 0 = N mo il
] L o
v
AP} 2
[}
(=}
s <
BI1T0 A e ¢
L =]
| (=} 1
]
| =
0/ i °
7] i 18]/
] L
0 S ||
1l ol H il
=l
‘B
£
w
(] -
! g UL s
£
o
>
o
=}
M ] Ov 7 1
<N L« - -
SNl 2 o a
— o — N
% v ) M

ah

oh



33

-

*solo, overtone singing
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solo, overtone singing
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Sing on one breath as an unbroken oscillation of one sound
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*On a single breath, listening to the occurring overtones. Pronounce syllables in free rhythm.
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Sing on one breath as an unbroken oscillation of one sound
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Sing on one breath as an unbroken oscillation of one sound
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*Listening to the occurring overtones. Pronounce syllables in free rhythm.
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